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Background

The tropical root and tuber crops (cassava, sweet potato, yams, aroids and

other minor tuber crops) are food and nutritional crops with adaptation to

marginal environments. They form important staple and are major source of

energy especially in developing countries with rapid population expansion.

These crops are expected to contribute significantly to the socio-economic

security of the people in the tropics in the coming decades particularly under

the changing agro-climate. Tuber crops are also medicinally important and

preferred as health foods due to the presence of neutraceuticals and

antioxidants. Besides, there is immense scope for commercial exploitation

in food, feed and industrial sectors. Presently opportunities for production

of biofuels from these crops, especially cassava, are being explored.

However, low productivity, limited value addition and poor access to markets

due to their perishable nature are some of the issues that are still to be

addressed. Since all tropical root crops are vegetatively propagated and

certification is not common, systemic diseases are also problematic. Some

of these crops remain under-exploited and deserve considerably more research

input. The present conference will provide a platform to address and discuss

the recent developments in the production, utilization and marketing of roots

and tubers in the context of changing agro-climate and formulate strategies

and collaborative action plan to exploit the potential and contribute to

development.

Important dates

Conference registration and abstract 01 December 2012

submission opens

Closing date for registration and abstract 15 March 2013

submission

Confirmation of acceptance of abstracts 31 March 2013

Closing date of submission of full paper 30 April 2013

Invitation letter to participants 08 May 2013



Venue

Hotel Mascot, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

About Thiruvananthapuram

Thiruvananthapuram, also known as Trivandrum, is the capital of the Indian

state of Kerala and the headquarters of the Thiruvananthapuram District.

Geographically it is situated at 8
0

 29
’

 N latitude and 76
0

 59
’

 E longitude. It is

located on the west coast of India near the extreme south of the mainland.

The city is characterized by its undulating terrain of low coastal hills and busy

commercial alleys. With more than 750,000 inhabitants in the city, and a

population around 1.68 million including the wider urban agglomeration,

Thiruvananthapuram is the largest and most populous city in Kerala. Apart

from being the political nerve centre of Kerala, it is also a major academic

hub and is home to several research and educational institutions including

Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (CTCRI), University of Kerala, and

to many Science and Technology institutions, the most prominent being the

College of Agriculture, Vellayani, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC),

Technopark, Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST), Indian

 Institute of Information Technology and Management, Kerala, Indian Institute

of Science, Education and Research (IISER), Centre for Development

Studies, the International Centre for Free and Open Source Software

(ICFOSS), National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology

(NIIST), Centre for Earth Science Studies, Rajiv Gandhi Centre for

Biotechnology and the Sree Chithira Thirunal Institute for Medical Sciences

and Technology. It is also considered as one of the ten greenest cities in

India. During July, the weather will be pleasant with day and night

 temperatures of 31
0 

C  and 23
0 

C respectively.



Conference Registration

Registration to the conference can be done online at

www.isrc.in/internationalconference2013 after 01 December 2012.

Registered delegates are entitled to attend inaugural session, scientific

sessions, conference lunch, dinner and other refreshments and are also

entitled to receive conference kit and all other publications in connection with

the conference. All delegates who receive intimation regarding acceptance of

abstracts will have to submit the full paper before the stipulated date for

receiving the invitation letter and to become eligible for attending the

conference. All papers will be peer reviewed and will be published as a

special volume of Journal of Root Crops, the official publication of Indian

Society for Root Crops (ISRC).

Registration Fee

Indian delegates (Life members of ISRC) : Rs. 4000.00

Indian delegates (Non members of ISRC : Rs. 5000.00

Indian student delegates : Rs. 1500.00

Corporate delegates : Rs.10000.00 (2 persons can attend)

Institution delegates (NGOs, KVKs etc.) : Rs. 6000.00 (2 persons can attend)

Overseas delegates : USD.450.00

Overseas student delegates : USD. 150.00

Mode of Payment

Delegates can pay the registration fee through bank Demand Draft taken in

favour of ‘ICTRT 2013’ payable at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India.

Alternatively they can transfer the amount in the bank account.

Name of Bank : State Bank of Travancore, Sreekariyam Branch,

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India.

Account Name : ‘ICTRT 2013’.

Account Number : 67203579817

Bank Branch Code No. : 70288

MICR Code No : 695009034

RTGS/NEFT/IFSC Code : SBTR0000288



Technical Sessions / Theme Areas

Session I : Biodiversity, genetic resources and crop improvement

Session II : Biotechnology and biofortification

Session III : Plant, water and nutrient management

Session IV : Quality planting materials production

Session V : Biotic and abiotic stresses

Session VI : Processing and value addition

Session VII : Technology transfer and marketing.

Language

The official language of the conference will be English.

Presentations and Abstract Preparation

Each session will have oral and poster presentations. In each session, there

will be lead papers followed by oral and poster presentations. The details

about the oral and poster presentations will be communicated after acceptance

of the papers. The abstract should be written clearly indicating the objectives,

methodology and results. The number of words should not exceed

300. The following style should be followed for preparation of abstract.

Paper title                               Font size 14, Bold, Times New Roman, Single space

Authors                                   Font size 12, Normal, Times New Roman, Single space

Affiliation                                 Font size 11, Italics, Times New Roman, Single space

(Complete address with email)

Abstract                                  Font size 12, Normal, Times New Roman, 1.5 space

Preparation of Full Paper

The manuscript of full paper (including tables, figures etc.) shall not exceed

15 pages (A4, double spacing, Times New Roman, font size 12). The paper

should be prepared as per the style of Journal of Root Crops (www.isrc.in).

The full paper may be uploaded in the conference website.
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